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Limited Time Specials for Our Readers:

SAY GOOD-BYE
TO YOUR OLD
GUTTER PROBLEMS

• LeafGuard® is guaranteed never to clog
or we’ll clean it for FREE*

• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out
leaves, pine needles and debris

• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder
to clean clogged gutters

• Durable, all-weather tested system
not a flimsy attachment

Financing
Available - Ask
for Details!

Call your authorized
LeafGuard® location today
for a FREE estimate and
in-home demonstration.

CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

201.518.2325
*Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own your home, or we will clean your gutters for free.

LeafGuard operates as LeafGuard of North Jersey in New Jersey under NJDCA license number 13VH09010100.

Receive a $25
Lowe’s Gift Card
with FREE in-Home Estimate
All participants who attend an estimated 60-90 minute in-home product
consultation will receive a $25 gift card. Retail value is $25. Offer
sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company
procures, sells, and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid
for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life
partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation
together. Participants must have a photo ID, be able to understand English,
and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are
not eligible for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies
or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a
Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current
and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or
substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater
value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed to the participant
via first class United States Mail or e-mailed within 21 days of receipt of
the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with any other promotion or
discount of any kind. Offer not sponsored or promoted by Lowe’s and is
subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Expires 08/31/20.

BONUS Reader SpecialSummer Special

Does not include cost of material. Expires 8/31/20.

$99 Down
$99 Per Month
$99 Installation
To be eligible for this promotion, the participant’s estimated job cost must be at least $7883. The
advertised payment of $99 a month is an estimate only, and assumes that third-party financing is
available for new customers at an estimated 9.99% annual percentage rate for 132 months. Promotion
available to qualified buyers on approved credit with $99 down payment. Not all buyers will qualify.
Higher annual percentage rates apply for buyers with lower credit ratings. LeafGuard is neither a broker
nor a lender. Financing is provided by third-party lenders unaffiliated with LeafGuard, under terms
and conditions arranged directly between the customer and such lender, all of which are subject to
credit requirements and satisfactory completion of finance documents. Any finance terms advertised
are estimates only. LeafGuard does not assist with, counsel or negotiate financing, other than
providing customers an introduction to lenders interested in financing its customers. Expires 08/31/20.
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Have you taken a pho-
tograph that stands
above the rest? I didn’t
know I had one until last
month when Bergen
County Camera asked me
to present a free Zoom
seminar about my nature
pictures. 

To help publicize my
free talk at 9:30 a.m. to-
day,they requested a “sig-
nature” photograph. Af-
ter drawing a blank, I de-
cided to go with an ex-
traordinary encounter
that inspired a Bird
Watcher column in 2016.
It happened within 50
yards of my house.

I was in my living
room, minding my own
business, when a large
dark bird landed atop a
nesting box on a nearby
lake.

I grabbed my camera
and ran to the closest ob-
servation point in time to
see a crow on the box and
Mom and Dad wood duck
swimming nervously be-
low. It was breeding sea-
son, and the ducks were
no doubt concerned
about their eggs inside
the box. 

When the crow took

off, the ducks flew atop
the box. Soon after, I pho-
tographed the crow dive-
bombing the wood ducks.
That dramatic photo of
the skirmish between the
two bird species stays
with me to this day. 

What the heck was go-
ing on? The crows, like
their corvid cousins the
ravens, are legendary for
their intelligence and
shenanigans. They could
not have fit inside the
nest boxes to get the eggs.
And the crow didn't at-
tack the wood ducks so
much as show them who
was boss. 

I consulted a corvid
expert, who said he'd
seen that behavior before
but wasn’t sure of the mo-
tivation. The crows might
be seeking food, checking

for screech owls, are just
acting mischievously. 

I thought I found the
answer in a rare-book
store recently. In a 1946
book called “Crow Shoot-
ing,” the author advocat-
ed killing this “feathered
assassin of the wild” and
cited a Ducks Unlimited
study that claimed crows
ate millions and millions
of ducklings and duck
eggs a year. 

How times have
changed. 

Matt Coffey of Ducks
Unlimited says that
crows and other corvids
still “eat duck eggs and
most other things that
they can find,” but that
duck populations have
been at historic highs for
more than a decade — “so
that would argue that
corvid depredation is not
currently a huge limiting
factor.”

And Kevin McGowan
of the Cornell Lab of Orni-
thology says that “crows
are treated much better
now than in the 1940s and
1950s,” when they were
considered pests ripe for
eradication by humans,
but that they face an alto-
gether different threat.

“The biggest problem
for American crows is the
West Nile Virus,” says
McGowan, “which devas-
tated populations start-
ing in 1999.” 

He’s not sure why the
crows were divebombing
the nestbox either.

I chose the photo for
my “signature” shot not
only because it is so strik-
ing, but also because it
tells a story that remains
a mystery. Any ideas?

For more info on my
Bergen County Camera
talk, go to https://
bit.ly/333ROXU.

Email Jim at celery-
farm@gmail.com.

Bird Watcher speaking today
at Bergen County Camera
Jim Wright
Special to NorthJersey.com

USA TODAY NETWORK - 

NEW JERSEY

My signature photo: A
crow dives a wood duck
nesting box in Allendale.
COURTESY OF JIM WRIGHT
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brought along an extension ladder to check out an in-
triguing outcropping. Right away he knew this perch
on a cliff, though difficult, would be the perfect site.

When it came time to build, in 1960 and ‘61, they
turned to Jens Quistgaard, Dansk’s chief designer.
He had no experience as an architect, but if he could
design flawless flatware, pitchers and salt shakers,
why not a whole house made of teak and glass?

The house had fantastic architectural and design
details. “The beauty of this house is in all the details,”
said Martha Nierenberg in a 2013 interview with The
Journal News. “You won’t find a nail anywhere — it’s
all done with wooden pegs.”

All of the millwork, including the oak interior
stairwell, was designed by Jens Quistgaard and
shipped from Denmark. The interior doors were all
oak, also custom made in Denmark. 

The living room featured symmetrical floor-to-
ceiling brick walls with a pair of wood-burning fire-
places. Discerning eyes could see traces of signature
Dansk products: lattice screening walls, for example,
were modeled on the trivet. The lower-level base of
the interior oak staircase looks just like Quistgaard’s
famous ice bucket made of wooden staves.

Martha decided to sell the seven-bedroom house
after her husband’s death at age 86 in 2009. 

Fighting for her family’s legacy

Martha Nierenberg was born into a wealthy family
in Hungary that lost everything to Hitler’s Nazi Army
during WWII, including an astounding collection of
art. Her father was a successful industrialist, who es-
sentially traded the empire he had built to ensure his
family’s safe passage out of Hungary. Still, Nieren-
berg lost several relatives in the Hungarian chapter of
the Holocaust that followed the 1944 invasion.

Nierenberg eventually made her way to Portugal
and then to the United States.

But she never stopped trying to get back her fam-
ily’s art, battling the Hungarian government for the
return of pieces by El Greco and Velázquez which
were among 40 works she wanted returned. Accord-
ing to the Times, she was a lead plaintiff in a 30-year
Holocaust art restitution battle with Hungary. 

The total represents a fraction of the 2,500-piece
collection that belonged to her grandfather, Baron
Mor Lipot Herzog

“They were taken. They were stolen by German
Nazis and Hungarian Nazis, and that’s wrong,” Nie-
renberg told the Journal News in an 2008 interview.
“And it doesn’t get any less wrong with the passage of
time.”

Parts of this reporting originally ran in The Jour-
nal News in 2008, 2013.

Dansk
Continued from Page 1LF

Martha Nierenberg holds a wooden Dansk trivet,
which was the inspiration for many of the lattice
walls in her Westchester home. “We put them
wherever we didn’t want the glass to show,” she
told The Journal News in 2013. Nierenberg, who
passed away in June 2020, sold the house after her
husband's death in 2009. FILE PHOTOS/THE JOURNAL NEWS

A custom designed staircase in a Westchester
home built by Martha and Ted Nierenberg,
photographed June 5, 2013. Martha Nierenberg
died in June at age 96.

Dear Amy: My wife and I recently bought a house
and we have decided on a few rules to keep the place as
clean as possible.

I invited my sister and her three kids to stay with us
for the next two weeks, and while we already ex-
plained the house rules several times, the youngest
child (he’s 3), always manages to create a mess. I don’t
blame him (after all, he is a child), but my wife gets
really irritated and takes it out on me.

At first, she was so excited about this visit, but to-
day she told me that the next time I have someone
over, she will go to visit her family because she doesn’t
want to sacrifice anymore.

This is hurtful to me since my family has always
been gracious and generous toward her.

– Good Husband
Dear Husband: Three-year-olds are human torna-

does. I’m assuming that you don’t have children (yet),
but experienced parents who are hosting children an-
ticipate a period of upheaval and do their best to keep
up, while understanding that – where toddlers go,
messes happen.

At the end of every day, before the kids go to bed,
you should lead them around the house for a clean
sweep. Set a timer, make a game of it, and lead them on
a little inspection parade when you’re done.

DEAR AMY

Dear Abby: I have been in love with my best friend
for two years. 

We talk on the phone for hours and text each other
daily. He knows everything about me to the point that I
swear he knows me better than I know myself. When
we are together, our chemistry is undeniable. We con-
stantly laugh, touch, tease, etc. Everyone around us
sees our connection, and they’re confused when we
say we’re not dating.

I kind of expressed my feelings to him about a year
ago, but he said he wasn’t ready to date anyone. Since
then, we have grown closer, and our relationship is
more unclear. His actions lead me to believe that he
feels the way I do.

The hard part about this is, I’m moving in five
months. Our time together is coming to an end, but I
haven’t told him how I feel because I don’t want his
affection or our frequent communication to stop. Do I
tell him my feelings again and risk being rejected? 

– Deep in the Heartbreak of Texas
Dear Deep: Obviously, this person cares for you to

some degree. Tell him how you feel face-to-face while
you still can. That you care so much for him is a compli-
ment. However, if he still doesn’t feel as strongly for
you as you hope, once you move, I hope you will regard
it as an opportunity to meet new people.

DEAR ABBY
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