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CRUISE HOLIDAYS of Paramus
275 The Mall at IV, Route 4 West • 201-488-7880

Mon, Tues, Wed, Thurs & Fri 10-6; Sat 10-3

Choose us!

Overwhelmed by the internet?
Tired of surfing the web?

NEVER A FEE
TO BOOK
WITH US!

Barbara

The #1 Cruise
Vacation Expert!HOLIDAYS ®

CRUISE

NR-GCI0326292-39

Sail on Royal Caribbean’s
Oasis of the Seas May 2020

through October 2020
roundtrip from Cape Liberty
in Bayonne, New Jersey

One of the largest cruise

ships in the world!

Please call for details

• Receive Personal assistance in all aspects
of planning your cruise vacation.

• Speak with a knowledgable and well
traveled cruise consultant.

• Top Producer with all cruise lines as well
as river cruises.
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WE WANT YOUR STUFF!WE WANT YOUR STUFF!

We Buy & Sell: Coins, Stamps, Jewelry, Gold,
Silver, Watches, Fine Art, Antiques, Military Items,

Vintage Toys, Comic Books, Baseball Cards,
Musical Instruments, Porcelain & More!

Bergen Vintage
Antiques & Collectibles

30-06 Broadway Fairlawn, NJ 07410
201-623-3323 • 201-773-6544

Open: Mon. - Fri. 9am to 6pm • Sun. By Appt.
Info@bergenvintage.com • www.bergenvintage.com

Cash Paid!
Entire or Partial Estates Purchased

Free Appraisals - House Calls Available

Little Nursing
Home

Quality
Care

55 Years
of Service

71 Christopher St., Montclair, NJ
973-744-5518

For more information, please call or stop by anytime

• SMALL PRIVATE NURSING HOME 29 RESIDENTS
• OWNED AND OPERATED BY REGISTERED NURSES
• PROFESSIONAL NURSES ON DUTY 24 HOURS A DAY
• SKILLED, INTERMEDIATE & MEMORY CARE
• DAILY RECREATION PROGRAMS
• RESPITE CARE
• PRIVATE & SEMIPRIVATE ROOMS WITH BATH

$295 plus tax PER DAY
ALL INCLUSIVE RATE

NR-USE0006484-01

Today’s Section brought
to you by:

189 Route 17 South
Paramus

201.599.0099
www.wbu.com/paramus

Just south of the GSP

Mon-Fri 9-6; Sat 9-6
NR-USE0006834-02

In December 2015, I wrote a “Bird
Watcher” column that changed my life.

The column was about a Philadelphia
ornithologist who was the world’s most
famous victim of identity theft. His
name was Bond — James Bond.

After the column appeared, I kept re-
searching the birdman, who had be-
come a footnote in 007 lore. The more I
learned, the more I realized that Bond
deserved better. My fascination ulti-
mately became my new book, “The Real
James Bond,” published last week by
Schiffer Publishing.

Bond, who died in 1989 at the age of
89, accomplished far more than his
landmark field guide “Birds of the West
Indies.” Published in 1936, the book in-
troduced the English-speaking world to
such birds as the red-billed streamertail
hummingbird and remained the go-to
guidebook for the region for more than
six decades.

My research took me to Jamaica, Cu-
ba and many other places where Bond
worked and lived. In my travels, I
learned that Bond, whose name was
stolen by Ian Fleming for his secret

agent, was an adventurer who explored
the Caribbean by horseback and on foot
and made several scientific discoveries
— including the Bahama Nuthatch, now
feared extinct. 

One of the undercurrents of my re-
search that kept rising to the surface
was Bond’s dedication to learning all he
could about the birds of the West Indies
and his efforts to help protect them.
With the recent news reports that bird
populations in the United States and
Canada have declined by 3 billion birds
— 29 percent — in the past 50 years, the
conservation ethic that Bond preached
is more important than ever.

While Bond was collecting a relative-
ly minuscule number of birds for scien-
tific purposes (for the Academy of Natu-
ral Sciences of Philadelphia) from the
mid-1920s to the mid-1930s, he saw
first-hand the effects of the wanton
gunning of birds in the Caribbean. 

In his introduction to “Birds of the
West Indies,” Bond wrote about the
need to create bird sanctuaries “where
no hunting of any kind is permitted.” He
raised awareness about the trafficking
of endangered parrots. And he pointed
out the impact of clearing virgin forests
for agriculture and condemned the
wholesale slaughter of birds by hunters

who killed every bird they saw for food
and profit. 

Wrote Bond: “There can be no doubt
that the principal factor that has result-
ed in the extinction or rarity of so many
West Indian birds is man.”

After his book was published, Bond

continued to preach the need to protect
mother nature not only in the West In-
dies but in his hometown of Philadel-
phia, where he testified in court against
the city’s practice of penning and killing
pigeons.

He was, in short, a man ahead of his
time.

In the next 10 weeks, I will be speak-
ing about my book to at least a dozen
groups throughout New Jersey, begin-
ning in Ramsey next week and ending in
Fair Lawn in June — with Paramus,
Ridgewood, the Northern Valley Earth
Fair in Closter, the Cape May Spring
Birding Festival and lots of other places
in between. 

My goal is to tell Bond’s incredible
story and preach the need to protect
Mother Nature, now more than ever. In
honor of the real James Bond and what
he stood for, I am donating all the pro-
ceeds from my talks to The Nature Con-
servancy’s Caribbean Initiative. 

For more information on when and
where I’ll be speaking, go to www.real-
jamesbond.net.

The Bird Watcher column appears
every other Thursday. Email Jim at cele-
ryfarm@gmail.com.

New book sheds light on birdman Bond
Jim Wright
Special to the Record
USA TODAY NETWORK – NEW JERSEY

gola,” Bryan said. “What she did is start-
ed the idea of helping the people. They
called her the people’s princess because
she cared about people, and that’s what
you walk away with. The unbelievable
empathy, and how she modernized the
monarchy.”

Diana used the media attention that
was drawn to her for causes she cared
about.

“She saw there’s power here, I can
use this,” Bryan said. “I can use the pow-
er of the press. The paparazzi used me,
now I’m going to use them back.”

Diana’s youngest son, Prince Harry,
not unlike his mother, has sought to ex-
tricate himself, wife Meghan Markle
and their son Archie from the trappings
of the kingdom by stepping back from
their royal duties.

He recently returned to London and
met Bryan’s bandmate, Jon Bon Jovi,
and members of a British military veter-
ans choir at the famed Abbey Road re-
cording studio to re-record the new Bon
Jovi song “Unbroken.”

Proceeds from the single will support
the Invictus Games, an international
sporting event for sick and injured vet-
erans that was founded by Prince Harry. 

In “Diana,” each of the main charac-
ters are represented by a style of music.

“Diana will be rock ‘n’ roll. Camila
was like Lite FM. Charles is string quar-
tet, still rock songs, but orchestrated
that way,” Bryan said. “The paparazzi is
like the Clash.”

Diana and then-fiance Dodi al-Fayed
were killed in the 1997 crash. Her broth-
er Charles Spencer described Diana as
“the most hunted person of the modern
age” at her funeral. An inquest into her
death faulted the driver and the papa-
razzi who were chasing her.

Bryan, as a member of Bon Jovi,
knows something about being targeted
by the paparazzi.

“There was a point where we wanted
to make it like a frenzy (in the play), and
I was like I understand that, I lived that,”

Bryan said. “So yeah, I’m coming from
the experience. When we’re getting
chased, or hounded, in our car, we al-
ways tell the driver don’t drive fast.
What happened to Diana is in the back
of every celebrity’s mind. You don’t
need to die for that.”

“Diana” is a return to Broadway for
Bryan and creative partner DiPietro.
The duo landed the Tony-winner musi-
cal “Memphis” on the Shurbert Theatre
stage from 2009 to 2012.

“Diana” stars Jeanna de Waal as Di-
ana; Roe Hartrampf as Charles, Erin Da-
vie as Camilla, and two-time Tony win-
ner Judy Kaye as Queen Elizabeth.

Now in previews, opening night is
Tuesday, March 31. A $40 digital lottery
will be available for select performances
as early as midnight on the day of the
performance, with matinee lotteries
closing at 10 a.m. and evening lotteries
closing at 3 p.m.

Winners can purchase their tickets at
www.dianalottery.com and will pick up
their tickets at the theater box office
with their credit card. Seat locations will
be based on availability.

Rush tickets for $40 will be sold in
person on a first-come, first-served ba-
sis at the box office on the day of the per-

formances beginning when the box of-
fice opens at 10 a.m. Mondays to Satur-
days, noon Sundays, starting April 19.

Customers will be limited to two
tickets per person. Seat locations will be
based on availability.

It’s going to be a busy spring and
summer for Bryan. He goes on the road
with Bon Jovi starting June 10 in Taco-
ma, Washington, in support of the new
Bon Jovi album, “2020.”

‘‘ ‘Memphis’ took eight years to get to
Broadway, this is three years – in Broad-
way terms, it’s a minute,” said Bryan of
“Diana,” which was previously staged at
the La Jolla Playhouse in California. “It’s
been a blessed project for Joe and I. It’s
the same team, almost the same team:
Joe, myself, Chris Ashley (director) then
Kelly Devine. She did ‘Toxic Avenger’
(an earlier DiPietro-Bryan musical) as a
choreographer. No preciousness. We’re
just trying to make the best musical.”

“Chasing a Song,” the next DiPietro-
Bryan musical, is “ready to go,” Bryan
said, with a Broadway ETA of 2022.

“It’s a tedious, long, unbelievably re-
warding process,” said Bryan, who now
calls Colts Neck home with his wife and
children. “It’s not just an album, you’re
making songs that fit into a story, and
there’s dance and their costumes, and
there’s a whole world and it’s wonderful
and when it all works together it’s a
wonderful thing. I’m happy to be back
on Broadway.”

Chris Jordan, a Jersey Shore native,
covers entertainment and features for
the USA Today Network New Jersey.
Contact him at @chrisfhjordan; cjor-
dan@app.com. 

Broadway
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‘Diana’
Who: Music and lyrics by David Bryan
and book and lyrics Joe DiPietro

When: Show opens March 31. Previews
8 p.m. Mondays to Saturdays, 2 p.m.
Wednesdays and Saturdays. Regular
performances: 7 p.m. Tuesdays and
Thursdays, 7:30 p.m. Wednesdays, 8
p.m. Fridays and Saturdays, 2 p.m.
Wednesdays and Saturdays, 3 p.m.
Sundays 

Where: Longacre Theatre, 220 W. 48th
St., New York 

Tickets: $40 and up

Info: thedianamusical.com

Judy Kaye, left to right, Erin Davie, Roe Hartrampf and Jeanna de Waal star in the new musical “Diana.” 
COURTESY OF GAVIN BOND


