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A grand day counting raptors at State Line Hawk Watch
Jim Wright
Special to the Record
USA TODAY NETWORK – NEW JERSEY

As Steve McQueen explained in “The
Magnificent Seven,” it seemed like a
good idea at the time.
The State Line Hawk Watch in Alpine
needed volunteers to count raptors halfway through the fall migration. In a moment of weakness, to repay the hawk
watch for all my memorable times, I
agreed to a 31⁄2-hour shift one Sunday
morning.
Soon after came volunteer’s remorse.
I realized counting hawks was akin to
walking and chewing gum at the same
time. I had to count the migrating raptors — and identify them.
I had no qualms about the counting
aspect. By this time of year, hawk migration has slowed to where you never
needed 10 fingers to keep track of the
raptors passing through.
Identifying them, on the other hand …
I’ve watched birds for two decades, and

I’m in the middle of the flock when it
comes to, say, distinguishing a Cooper’s
hawk from its smaller cousin, the sharpshin.
Some avian savants can identify a
bird that’s 100 yards away by its shape
and flight pattern. I exercise my right to
remain silent, take a photo, then check
with the Merlin bird ID app later to see
what it was. As the official counter, I
couldn’t wait.
I asked fellow birders for advice.
One suggested a reading list so extensive I could’ve gotten a master’s degree
in raptor flight patterns and anatomy.
Another pointed out all the necessary
creature comforts for a cold morning. In
addition to a folding chair, I should bring
“warm clothes, gloves, hats, a scarf.
Leave them in the car if you want, but
bring them. It’s crazy how cold you can
get when you are inert, even if the sun is
out.”
Yikes. I had forgotten that this lookout, atop the windy Palisades on the
Hudson River, could get mighty cold. I’d

Elderly mother caught in lie
Ask Amy
Amy Dickinson

Dear Amy: My mother is 93 years
old.
I found out a few years ago that she
was pregnant with me when she and
my father got married. I was looking
through some papers (birth certificates
and such), and I saw that their marriage
license was in a sealed envelope. I
thought it was kind of strange, but never said anything.
My mom gave me all of her important papers to put into my safe deposit
box, so I opened the envelope and saw
that my parents actually got married
the year I was born, not the year before
that, as they have always said.
I asked my mom about this, and the
only thing she really said was that she
was madly in love with my dad. She deflected any more conversation.

I think she should tell my sisters,
since she was basically lying to us all
these years.
She gave my youngest sister a terrible time when she got pregnant without getting married (this was devastating to my sister and her boyfriend).
So, Amy, don’t you think my mother
should tell us the truth? Should I encourage her to tell my sisters what has
been hidden from our family?
– Oldest Sister
Dear Sister: Yes, I think your parents should have told all of their children the truth, many years ago. If they
had, maybe you’d be over it by now, instead of pecking at your elderly mother
over something you cast as an important deep and dark secret – but which
shouldn’t be considered a scandalous
betrayal, all these years later.
You can email Amy Dickinson at askamy@amydickinson.com or send a
letter to Ask Amy, P.O. Box 194, Freeville,
NY 13068.
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need to bring a suitcase to follow her advice.
There was also this, from a fellow
novice counter: “The experienced hawk
watchers at State Line are typically very
good at sharing their knowledge, and explaining why your bird sighting might
need some adjustment.”
She preached the timeless art of waffling: “It’s OK to say ‘I see a bird of interest coming over … It might be a Peregrine, but I’m not sure.’ ”
Fast-forward to Judgment Day. I
headed for the hawk watch early, but I
was so caught up in my hawk IDs that I
missed the turn-off and arrived just a
minute before my 9 a.m. start time.
The good news was this October
morning was spectacular: temperatures
in the 60s, plenty of white clouds to
make spotting raptors easier, and a soft
northeast breeze to help the hawks
southward.
I had just two problems, and they persisted all morning.
No one had told the migrating raptors

to fly past the lookout. And the few that
did were either Cooper’s hawks or
sharp-shins — my worst identification
nightmare.
That’s where those experienced
hawk-watchers pitched in and gently revised some of my identifications. I could
relax.
In the 31⁄2 hours, a grand total of 19
Coopers and sharpies flew past on their
way south. Aside from one determined
monarch butterfly, that’s all she wrote.
No migrating eagles, vultures, falcons,
red-tails, ospreys or harriers.
Even so, the morning was grand. The
resident peregrine falcons and ravens
put on a show (more about that in my
next column). My fellow hawk watchers
were great teammates. And it was a
splendid time to be outdoors.
Ample reasons to go birding any day.
The hawk in the photo is a Cooper’s
hawk.
The Bird-watcher column appears
every other Thursday. Email Jim at celeryfarm@gmail.com.

Children cut off stepmother
Dear Abby
Jeanne Phillips

Dear Abby: This letter is for women
who have stepchildren or are considering marriage to a man with children.
My second marriage of 20 years is in
limbo with no closure. My three adult
stepchildren took my husband away
from our home two years ago. To make
a long story short, I was naive about legal issues and discovered he had
named his children as powers of attorney with no plans for me.
I have not had a visit or phone call in
months because his kids will not allow
it unless they are present. Our home
was jointly shared and the court has ordered me to maintain it with no financial assistance from my husband as I
live here. He has been shuttling back
and forth between his son and daughter and is presently living in another

state.
Abby, I encourage any woman who is
considering remarriage to take great
care of important legal matters for their
well-being in case stepchildren try to
“kill” the marriage and take over. I have
experienced the ups and downs that go
along with abandonment, depression
and absence of closure. I am grateful for
my family and friends for their love and
support. With God’s help and prayers, I
am still hanging in there.
– Surviving Alone
Dear Surviving: Please accept my
sympathy for the loss of your husband.
It is tragic. Sadly, you are not the only
woman I have heard of this happening
to; I know one personally. This is why I,
too, urge anyone, female or male, who
is going into a second marriage to be
conscious of the legal ramifications
and end-of-life planning and to do it
with the help of an attorney.
Contact Dear Abby at www.DearAbby.com or P.O. Box 69440, Los Angeles,
CA 90069.

MOVIE TIMES
BERGENFIELD
BERGENFIELD CINEMAS, 58 South Washington Avenue,
(201)385-1601 - The Addams Family: 5:00, 7:00 pm Countdown: 4:00, 6:00, 8:00 pm Isa Pa, with Feelings: 4:15, 7:30
pm Joker: 4:45, 7:45 pm Maleficent: Mistress of Evil: 4:30,
7:15 pm

CLIFTON
AMC CLIFTON COMMONS 16, 405 Route 3, (888)AMC4FUN - Abominable: 1:45 pm CC; The Addams Family:
2:40, 5:10, 7:35, 9:55 pm CC; Black and Blue: 1:45, 4:30,
7:15, 10:00 pm CC; Countdown: 2:00, 4:35, 7:00, 9:55 pm CC;
The Current War - Director’s Cut: 2:10, 4:45, 7:25, 10:00 pm
CC; Gemini Man: 1:45, 4:30, 7:15 pm CC; Harriet: 7:00,
10:00 pm CC; Hustlers: 2:20, 7:25 pm CC; Jesus is King:
5:30 pm CC; Joker: 3:00, 4:00, 6:45, 8:00, 9:45 pm CC; Judy:
2:00 pm CC; The Lighthouse: 1:45, 4:30, 7:15, 10:00 pm CC;
Maleficent: Mistress of Evil: 6:30 pm CC; Maleficent: Mistress of Evil - The IMAX 2D Experience: 2:40 pm CC; Maleficent: Mistress of Evil 3D: 3:30, 9:30 pm CC; Once Upon a
Time...in Hollywood: 4:15 pm CC; Parasite: 7:00, 10:00 pm
CC; Saand Ki Aankh: 3:30 pm Terminator: Dark Fate: 7:00,
10:00 pm CC;AMC Prime; 7:30, 9:30 pm CC; Terminator:
Dark Fate - The IMAX 2D Experience: 7:15, 10:15 pm CC;
Western Stars (2019): 1:45 pm CC;AMC Prime; 5:00, 10:00
pm CC; The Wizard of Oz 80th Anniversary (1939) presented
by TCM: 4:15 pm CC;AMC Prime Zombieland: Double Tap:

Gemini Man: 1:30, 4:15, 7:00, 9:45 pm Joker: 12:50, 3:40, 6:50,
9:40 pm CC; Maleficent: Mistress of Evil: 1:20, 4:10, 7:00, 9:50
pm CC; Terminator: Dark Fate: 7:00 pm CC; Zombieland: Double Tap: 12:00, 2:30, 5:00, 7:30, 10:00 pm

RAMSEY
RAMSEY THEATRE, 125 E. Main St., (201)825-2090 - The
Addams Family: 4:15, 7:00 pm Maleficent: Mistress of Evil:
4:15, 7:00 pm

RIDGEFIELD PARK
AMC RIDGEFIELD PARK 12, 75 Challenger Road,
(551)999-6481 - The Addams Family: 3:10, 5:30, 6:30 pm
CC; Black and Blue: 1:40, 4:40, 7:20 pm CC; Countdown:
3:00, 5:20, 7:40 pm CC; The Current War - Director’s Cut:
3:20, 5:50 pm CC; Gemini Man: 3:50 pm CC; Harriet: 7:00
pm CC; Joker: 1:20, 4:10, 7:10 pm CC; The Lighthouse:
1:00, 3:40, 7:50 pm CC; Maleficent: Mistress of Evil: 1:10,
4:00, 7:00 pm CC; Maleficent: Mistress of Evil 3D: 2:00,
5:00, 8:00 pm CC; Parasite: 1:30, 4:30, 7:30 pm CC; Terminator: Dark Fate: 7:00, 8:15 pm CC; Western Stars (2019):
2:40, 5:10 pm CC; Zombieland: Double Tap: 1:50, 4:20, 8:30
pm CC;
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BOW TIE WARNER THEATER, 190 East Ridgewood Avenue, (201)444-1234 - The Addams Family: 2:15 pm CC;;
5:30 pm CC; The Current War - Director’s Cut: 3:00, 5:15,

