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CALL TODAY FOR A FREE ESTIMATE

201-518-2307

*Guaranteed not to clog for as long as you own your home, or we will clean your gutters for free. LeafGuard operates as LeafGuard of North Jersey in New Jersey under NJDCA license number 13VH09010100.

Receive a $100
Restaurant.com Gift Card
with FREE in-home estimate!

• All participants who attend an estimated 60-90-minute in-home product consultation will receive a $100 gift certificate. Visit

https://www.restaurant.com/about/terms for complete terms and conditions and https://www.restaurant.comfor participating

restaurants. Retail value is $100. Offer sponsored by LeafGuard Holdings Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells,

and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. If married or involved with a life

partner, both cohabitating persons must attend and complete presentation together. Participants must have a photo ID, be able

to understand English, and be legally able to enter into a contract. The following persons are not eligible for this offer: employees

of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a Company in-home

consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended, transferred, or

substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will be mailed

to the participant via first class United States Mail within 21 days of receipt of the promotion form. Not valid in conjunction with

any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Expires 2/29/20.

BONUS Reader SpecialWinter Special

Does not include cost of material. Expires 2/29/20.

• LeafGuard® is guaranteed never to clog
or we’ll clean it for FREE*

• Seamless, one-piece system keeps out
leaves, pine needles and debris

• Eliminates the risk of falling off a ladder
to clean clogged gutters

• Durable, all-weather tested system
not a flimsy attachment

SAY GOOD-BYE
TO YOUR OLD
GUTTER PROBLEMS
Limited Time Specials for Our Readers:

99¢ Installation

Financing Available -
Ask for Details!

Receive a $200 Best Buy Gift Card
with your LeafGuard Purchase!
All participants who attend an estimated 60-90minute in-home product consultation and choose to make a purchase will receive a $200

Best Buy gift card. Retail value is $200.00. Offer sponsored by Englert LeafGuard, Inc. Limit one per household. Company procures, sells,

and installs seamless gutter protection. This offer is valid for homeowners over 18 years of age. The following persons are not eligible

for this offer: employees of Company or affiliated companies or entities, their immediate family members, previous participants in a

Company in-home consultation within the past 12 months and all current and former Company customers. Gift may not be extended,

transferred, or substituted except that Company may substitute a gift of equal or greater value if it deems it necessary. Gift card will

be mailed to the participant via first class United States Mail within 21 days of receipt of promotion form. Not valid in conjunction

with any other promotion or discount of any kind. Offer is subject to change without notice prior to reservation. Expires 2/29/20.

Even more fascinating than looking
at birds is watching them interact. It can
get a little crazy.

Take last autumn. I was at the State
Line Hawk Lookout in Alpine, keeping
an official tally of migrating raptors,
when the local peregrine falcons and
common ravens atop the Palisades stole
the show. Think Hatfields and McCoys.

Until recently, both peregrines and
ravens were in a decline in North Jersey.
Now that both have made comebacks,
they are fighting over turf and prey. Oc-
casionally a bald eagle will enter the
fray. It’s not a pretty sight, but it sure is
cool. Let me explain.

Next to the hawk lookout, at the Pal-
isades Interstate Parkway rest stop,
stands an old snag tree where ravens
and peregrines predictably like to perch
(along with assorted vultures). The tree
overlooks the Hudson River and offers
excellent views of both the river and, for
the peregrines, their next meal.

If there were a kindergarten for fal-
cons, the peregrines would flunk in the
“plays well with others” category. They

are not keen on the vultures perching on
their favorite tree, and they go ballistic
when ravens land there. The female per-
egrine, the larger of the two resident fal-
cons, screams like a banshee as she flies
in at speeds up to 200 mph.

It’s quite a show, so much so that
photographers from as far away as from
the east end of Long Island drive to the
lookout each autumn in hopes of getting
incredible falcon shots. 

The best display of all began that af-
ternoon last fall when a female falcon
took off from the snag tree as if shot
from a cannon. She zipped out above the
Hudson and nailed a smaller bird with
her talons. 

She circled, flew low along the cliff,
and returned to her perch — without her
prey. An eagle-eyed hawk watcher
pointed to where the peregrine had hid-
den the former blue jay, on a rocky ledge.

The next we knew, a raven swooped
past the ledge and absconded with the
prey. The falcon, unable to stop the
thief, announced her displeasure loudly
to the world.

Rewind several years and many miles
to the south. Ravens had begun nesting
successfully along the cliffs at Laurel
Hill in Secaucus for the first time in dec-

ades, and it was fairly big news. 
Then peregrine falcons found the

nesting site and evicted the ravens. 
Have falcons and ravens ever gotten

along? I decided to ask the experts.
“The falcons and ravens are often

neighbors that tolerate each other, to a
greater or lesser degree, but usually re-
luctantly,” says Arthur McMorris, a fal-
con researcher and peregrine coordina-
tor for the Pennsylvania Game Commis-
sion. 

“They both have similar require-
ments for nest sites (ledges on cliffs, or
“ledges” on human-made structures
such as buildings), which brings them
into contact with each other,” McMorris
adds. “They often squabble, but usually
manage to nest successfully near each
other, but never seem to really get along
happily with each other.” 

Hence the occasional pilfering of
food. McMorris says there’s an upswing
in these behaviors in recent years, prob-
ably because the populations of both
species are increasing.

Karen Rankin-Baransky, a biologist
who monitors a peregrine nest for
McMorris, says she “has seen the fal-
cons interacting and squabbling with
the ravens, primarily during the nesting

season, but also at other times of the
year as both pairs tend to overwinter.” 

Rankin-Baransky and McMorris are
writing a research paper on the interac-
tions.

“It’s pretty much 100 percent that the
falcons are the instigators,” she says.
“I’ve seen everything from a mild chase
to a long, sustained attack where a fal-
con dive-bombs a raven repeatedly.”

Moral of the story: Sometimes it’s a
bird-eat-bird out there, and sometimes
it gets more complicated.

The Bird-watcher column appears
every other Thursday. Email Jim at cele-
ryfarm@gmail.com.

Do falcons, ravens ever get along?
Jim Wright
Special to the Record
USA TODAY NETWORK – NEW JERSEY

A raven and a young bald eagle
squabble above the Palisades near the
State Line Lookout in Alpine.
COURTESY OF KARL SOEHNLEIN

Dear Readers: Like all of you, I am
curious about how things turn out after
I publish a question.

The following letter is a response to a
recent question from a college sopho-
more who signed his letter “Embar-
rassed.”

Dear Amy: I had tears running down
my cheeks while reading the letter from
“Embarrassed,” a college sophomore
and transgender man.

My transgender daughter came
home for Thanksgiving and came out to
me.

I am not living her life, so I have no

idea what she is going through, but she
is happy. I keep referring to her using
the pronoun “he” instead of “she.”

I want to kick myself because I know
it upsets her. I am trying to train myself
to use the correct pronoun, but I find
myself avoiding conversation because I
see the pain in her face when I get
things wrong.

My other children correct me, and I
appreciate that, but I feel so ignorant.

Can you help me to use the correct
pronoun?

– Embarrassed Mom
Dear Mom: You just used the correct

pronoun – all the way through your
question.

Don’t avoid communicating. Ask
your daughter to be patient with you.

Practice seeing her in this new way,
and continue to love her – just as she is.

Transitioning isn’t always easy
Ask Amy
Amy Dickinson

Dear Abby: My husband and I have a
friend, “George,” who rents our up-
stairs. Our home is large, and the sec-
ond floor has all the amenities of a
2,500-square-foot house. He has his
separate entrance and never has to
come through our living space.

In the beginning, I agreed to the ar-
rangement because he was going
through a divorce and needed a place to
live. Now, for the past several months,
his ex has been spending nights up-
stairs. We just celebrated the holidays,
and his family was here together.

I’m feeling very confused and un-

comfortable having them both up
there. Now that George seems to have
worked through his marital problems, I
feel it’s time he moves out. My husband
doesn’t understand why I feel this way
and can’t understand why I want my
house back! Please give me some in-
sight on how to handle this. Or am I
overreacting? Please tell me I’m not be-
ing selfish. 

– Being Used in The South
Dear Being Used: You are not self-

ish, and you’re not overreacting. Re-
fresh your husband’s memory about
how the arrangement began. It was a
safe refuge for a friend going through a
traumatic life change. Those circum-
stances no longer apply, and if you are
not comfortable with George entertain-
ing his ex under your roof, it is under-
standable. 

Wife says friend should move 
Dear Abby
Jeanne Phillips


